

This manual welcomes you to the world of Family Ministries, the department that is the heartbeat of the church.  Its contents, and our basic certificate training course, will give you a strong foundation for your ministry of caring for everyone you serve and who make up the family of God in your church.

Manuals do not come down from the hand of God, as did the Ten Commandments.  I wish they did!  Instead God gives talents, education and life’s experiences to individuals who want to share with others what they have learnt and so enable others in Gods family to enjoy now a foretaste of heaven.  The main sources for this manual have generously come from the General Conference and North American Division Family Ministries departments.
A heartfelt thanks goes to these special people who have encouraged this department to "grow" in our Union:
Pastor & Mrs Ron and Karen Flowers, Family Ministries Directors at the General Conference; Pastor Paul Tompkins, the Trans-European Division's Family Ministries Director; Mrs Karen & Pastor Bernie Holford and Pastor Cyril Sweeney, the South and North England Conference Family Ministries directors respectively, and to Mrs Dawn Tompkins my creative secretary and this manuscript's typist.

Heather Haworth

BUC Family Ministries Director
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